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Soviets: Savor the Fruits’ 


ot World Power’ _ 


hy question is whether there are any signs of soe * The Soviet economy is in a mess. The Rus- 

“As Military Balance’. __ Viet interest in genuine arms reduction, .. .-.,sian brand of communism no longer excite: 
Soviet leader Leonid I. Brezhnev has sug many people inside or outside the Sovie 

‘Shits, SALT Is Unlikely “gested that the answer is yea. And maybe he Union. But a continued military buildup prom. 
> means’ what he says. But if you look at,thejses to translate into political influence tha 


“6 ‘Curb ‘Their’ Appetite *t force’ actually at work in Soviet society, it is cannot be attained in any other way. - so 
: _° 4: very difficult to believe that the Kremlin ha3";: As a well-placed Pentagon source observed 


any ‘such present intention ty 8 : “The most credible danger is nob a deliberate 
a BY ERNEST CONINE “i838. The first thing to iaderstarid is that, while nuclear attack against the United States; it’ 
Danes: the eight Gieckh’ that have passed . ‘the’ ‘Soviet military establishment is subject tothe political leverage that the perceptions 0: 
‘since the signing of the second strategic arms ‘ultimate’ party control, it exercises an in- superiority gives to the Russians, ie 
limitation agreement, the debate over Senate . * fluence in Soviet society that goes far beyond “Even five years ago,” he said, “it was un: 
ratification has proceeded with all the vigor, -anything enjoyed by the “military- -industrial imaginable that the Turks would have madé 
openness and diversity of opinion that we like complex” inthe United States... » Soviet approval a condition, as they have now 
to think is characteristic of a democracy... Beginning with Stalin's five- “year plans of done, for allowing American planes to use 
No such: debate j is taking place i in the Soviet * the 1930s," the armed forces and the ar- Turkish airspace to police SALT i. 
= Union. Usue . . maments industry have had first call on mon. ., “Another sign of the times,” he continued 
“4. Phere are no fapticlee in Russian newsphpars ey and skilled manpower. Military needs are. “Ig that the Norwegians asked West Germa 
debating. whether the SALT II agreement; a Poona tyoneret erin res! j tompa to patay. home when the Rusgiang gbieet 
- tract from. {80 ted tot! German: participa ion’ ‘in 
ge add to Soviet security or su zp Tere are i 5 s0- eal ed mary “higher maneuvers inno ther Norway.” : 
3 ‘Nernndain ‘ae schools, which means that one out of sev Fred Ikle, former head of the arms- “contro 
het are na citizens groups. being ing 10s allege: level educational institutions is an of- agency, foresees even more serious conse: 
~ gped and deployed when, Lord knows, the So-:. 06°F” commissioning school analogous to West quences stemming fram the shilting powe: 


- viet rocket forces already have enough war-' | oint.. : ‘balance. . 
hea destoy the United States a thousand "Accor ding’ to US. scholars, the defense Writing in Fortune a ‘few months ago, ht 
* times over. <2. -: “establishment has 45 representatives on the noted that in 1973, during the last Arab-israel 


enn Russian aaldn Geo Central Committee of the Communist Party. war, President Nixon alerted US. forces as i 
“ ns there ole as hing IL dos, ‘The defense-minister sits on the ruling Polit< signal to Moscow of American determination 
, buro, and the defense sector sprawls over in the crisis; <6! 
_: not stop the arms race at all~and that the ins¥ :, 
~ satiable appetite of the Soviet military-indus- eight separate, ministries in the government _,, ta another U.S. -Soviet crisis” Ihde noted 
* trial’ complex is really ‘at the heart of the apparatus. errr ee it could well be the other way around. The 
A country’s economic problems. : = +n short! the ‘mailitary i is. well. ~placed av ae ‘he Hs ee dale athe chilling a tha 
The absence in’ the Soviet Union of open, vance" and: protect its.interests—a fact’ ‘thatthe Russians had alerted their nuclear orce: 
© ‘two-sided debate on SALT or any other issue-helpg explain why military spending accounts a . 7 
” is hardly news, of course: But it has a erence scan 13% of the Soviet Union’s gross na- At that point he added, : the suppresses 
,, tive Importance. |. tional product, against a 5% figure for the U. g, sear of nuclear war would suddenly cominats 
abe ur thinking”’—and make it very difficult for 
‘Opinion polls show clearly that most nee defense budget. A i A 
Ve ao poesia President to call a Soviet bluff. . 
“cans favor arms control. But they also reflect ‘phere is no such thing as an arms-control : k 
x: 2 It is conceivable that the Russians woulc 
} an unwillingness for the United States to ac- ‘agency, with independent access to clisilied ac tee a venuide balance Gf mower. Witt 
* cept’a position of military inferiority’ to, the data, in the Soviet ‘power. structure. Nor are jo 4 Sane bideels all-around ihe ' iba 
g'SovietUntons iy $ Ue Batis WP: * there any civilian “think tanks” empowered to d that the alternative w ee 
~” Tthas become increasingly obvious that the question military assumptions about weapon convince ite e oe panes a genuine 
+ Senate's way ‘of reconciling these views will: requirements, . - Sovi ad Wi ine iss * erica that the 
= = be to ratify SALT-I1, but only on the condition; The military and the politic al fas dership en- soviet Union co possibly win. 


. That day would come a lot sooner if the So: 
«that the Carter Administration commit itself*; joy: a basically: comfortable relationship in , wibkic ystem provided for the sort of open de: 


;, to redressing a’military balance that, in Henry: ‘which each supports the goals of the other. :- hate on military spending plans that is routine 


4 A. Kistinger’s words, “is beginning to tilt or ava The American CLA has warned that, SALT } in Western democracies, But it doesn’t. ..* 
: oe eae evelopment for" people ". notwithstanding, Soviet military spending can, So why should the Soviet leaders call olf & 


22 Be expected to continue increasing indefinitely , game that is beginning to pay such gratifying 

who Ot Jee} re with what erg ait a ata rate of 3% to 5% a year. And why not? _ dividends in terms of Russian ega-satisfactior 
nse bude is au a syns othe and enhanced political influence? ee 
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spending - ‘cannot decrease as. long as Soviet , Conine ile rl trier. = 
sone outigys continue to go up. So the key Bynes Times edita 
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